BOROUGH  OP  SAFFRON  WALDEN 


Ac,  44"  Gl 


A  I  f  OCT  62 


^ /t'  Liv  (JLj  { 

^  .  WfVfiUv./ 


/4>x  J/r> 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

\  *  \  / ,  y 

of  the  '  v 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Irene  M,  Conway  Hastilow.  M.B. ,  CH.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. , 
D.P.H. ,  D.C.Ii.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G.,  M.R.S.H. 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Saffron  Walden  Corporation; 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District  Council; 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Essex  County  Council; 
School  Medical  Officer,  Essex  County  Council). 

-  and  the 

HJBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  and  HOUSING  OFFICER 
E.D.  Edwards.  C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  R.P. (Tech). 

-  for  the 

Year  Ended  31  st  December,  1961. 


BOROUGH  OP  SAFFRON  WALDEN. 


September,  1962. 


PREFACE 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  Saffron  Walden  Borough  Council. 

Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  present  the  twelfth  Annual  Report  of  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  seventh  of  your  Public  Health  Inspector  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Saffron  Walden. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  rose  from  7,630  in  i960  to  7,950  in 

1 961 . 

There  were  1 1 8  live  births  and  1 1 8  deaths  compared  with  117  births  and 
101  deaths  in  i960. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  14.84  compared 
with  15.33  in  i960.  Multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor  of  1.05  this 
gives  a  figure  of  15*58.  The  average  for  England  and  Wales  in  1 961  was  17.4. 

The  death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  14.84  compared 
with  13.24  in  i960. 

Multiplying  the  death  rate  by  the  comparability  factor  of  0.60  gives 
the  figure  of  8.9  conpared  with  the  average  for  England  and  Wales  of  12.0. 

Of  the  three  children  mentioned  as  having  died  under  one  year  of  age 
all  were  under  one  week  at  the  time  of  death. 

On  the  whole  1961  was  a  fairly  healthy  year  although  the  outbreak  of 
mumps  in  February  and  March  seriously  interfered  with  attendance  at  the 
primary  schools. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria  occurred  in  1 961  but  this  fact 
should  not  lull  parents  into  a  false  sense  of  security.  It  is  most  important 
that  all  children  should  be  fully  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  that  both 
children  and  all  eligible  members  of  the  population  should  be  vaccinated 
against  poliomyelitis. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  speed  of  air  travel  has  increased 
the  danger  of  smallpox  being  introduced  into  this  Country  and  that  vaccination 
in  infancy  and  at  regular  intervals  during  life  will  help  to  protect  us 
against  this  dreadful  disease. 

Parents  are  also  urged  to  have  their  children  protected  against 
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tetanus  (lockjaw)  during  infancy  and  to  obtain  re-inforcing  injections  later. 
Infection  with  tetanus  is  always  a  possible  source  of  danger  after  an  injury, 
especially  in  agricultural  areas  like  ours,  and  the  injections  given  after 
such  injuries  only  act  for  a  short  period  of  time  and  are  not  an  adequate 
substitute  for  the  more  efficient  protection  offered  by  the  other  method. 

Vaccination  and  immunisation  is  entirely  free  and  may  be  obtained 
through  family  doctors  or  at  local  health  authority  clinics,  (in  this  Borough 
vaccination  against  smallpox  is  normally  performed  by  family  doctors). 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  particularly  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  for  the  encouragement  given  us  during  the  year  and  the  Borough 
Officials  for  their  help  and  assistance.  Our  particular  thanks  are  due  once 
more  to  Miss.  A.M.  Lamb  and  Mrs.  A.  Boyton.  The  Essex  County  Council  Welfare 
Poods/Clinic  Clerks,  Mrs.  Sharp  and  Mrs.  Whiffen  again  rendered  most  loyal 
assistance. 


We  are, 


Your  obedient  Servants, 

IRENE  M.  COMAY  HASTILOW. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


E.D.  EDWARDS. 


Public  Health  Inspector. 


Public  Health  Department, 
69,  High  Street, 
Saffron  Walden. 


Municipal  Offices, 

Hill  Street, 

Saffron  Walden. 


Telephone:  Saffron  Walden  2194.  Telephone:  Saffron  Walden  3271 

(At  week-ends  and  in 
evenings  Saffron  Walden  3031 ) • 


BOROUGH  of  SAFFRON  WALDEN. 


Mayor  :  Alderman  S.S.  Wilson. 
Deputy  Mayor  :  Councillor  A.L,  Godfrey. 


HJBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
(as  on  31st  December, 

Chairman  :  Alderman  F.W.  Goddard. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Councillor  A.H.  Gatward. 

The  Mayor,  (Alderman  S.S.  Wilson).  Councillor  G.T.  Barnard. 
Councillor  R.W,  Clitherow.  Councillor  A.L.  Godfrey. 

Councillor  Mrs.  K.A.  Wilson. 


HJBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Irene  M.  Conway  Hastilow.  M.B.,  CH.B.,  M.R.C.S. ,  L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H., 

D.C.H. ,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. ,  M.R.S.H.. 

Secretary:  Miss  A.M.  Lamb,  Senior  Com. Cert,  of  London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Borough  Riblic  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer 
E.D.  Edwards.  C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  R.P.  (Tech). 

Secretary:  Mrs.  A.M.  Boyton. 


Public  Health  Department: 

69,  High  Street, 
Saffron  Walden, 
Essex. 
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SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  social  conditions  of  the  Borough. 


Area:  7,502  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate  of 

resident  population  mid-year  1 961 ) :  7,950 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1  961  ) 

according  to  Rate  Books:  2,732 

Rateable  Value  -  (April  1st,  1  961 )  ;  £118,543 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (Year  ended  3^ • 3 • 61 )  :  £466. 8. 7d. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

(Corrections  being  made  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) 

Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births  :  (  Legitimate  :  59  56  115 

(illegitimate  :  303 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population:  14.84.  Corrected  Birth  Rate:  15*58. 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  :  2.54 

Male  Female 

Stillbirths  :  (  Legitimate  :  1  0 

(illegitimate  :  0  0 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  :  119 

Stillbirths  per  1000  live  and  still  births  :  8.31 

Male  Female 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  :  1  2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births  :  25.4 

Legitimate  "  "  "  "  legitimate  live  births  :  26.09 

Illegitimate  "  "  "  "  illegitimate  "  "  :  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1000  total 
live  births)  :  25.4  (Total  deaths  =3) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1000  total 
live  births)  T  25.4  (Total  deaths  =3) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  1000  total  live  and  still  births)  :  33*6  (Total  =  4) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  : 

Number  of  deaths  =  Nil 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  =  Nil 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  1 961 , 
(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  i960) 
Cause  of  Death. 

1 .  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5 .  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 3.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
13.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31 .  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
33 •  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male. 

0  (0) 
0  (0) 
0  (0 
0  (0) 
0  (0) 
0  (0) 
0  (0) 
0  (0) 
0  (0) 
1  (1 

5  (2) 
0  (0 
0  (0) 

6  (6) 
1  (1) 
2  (0) 
6  (4) 
9  (9) 
0  (1) 

5  (3) 
0  (2) 
0  (0) 

11  (12) 

6  (1) 
0  (1) 
0  (0) 
0  (1) 
0  (0) 
0  (2) 
-  (') 


2  (0) 
1  (0) 

0  (0) 


Female . 

0  (0) 
0  (0) 
1  (0) 
0  (0) 
0  (0) 

S  81 

0  (0 
1  (0) 
0  (0) 

1  (0) 
1  (2) 
0  (0) 

4  (3) 

0  (1) 

2  (2) 

7  4 

12  (7) 
0  (o) 

5  (5) 

3  (5) 

0  (0) 

12  (5) 
0  (1) 
0  (2) 
1  (0) 
0  (1) 
1 
0 
0 
0 

4  (12 
0  (1 
3  (0 
0  (1) 
0  (0) 


Total  deaths  -  1 1 8  (Male  -  60 ) 

(Female  -  58) 


DEATH  RATE  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  :  14.84 

Death  Rate  corrected  by  multiplication  by  Comparability 

Factor  of  0.60  :  8.904 


There  were  23  deaths  from  pneumonia  compared  with  17  in  i960. 

Deaths  from  coronary  disease  and  angina  totalled  21  compared  with  1 6 
in  i960,  24  in  1959,  and  20  in  1958. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  II1ECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year 


1961  : 


Measles  . .  « .  .  *  ••  • 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic 

(Non-paralytic 

Virus  Encephalitis 

Sonne  Dysentery 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . . 

Glandular  Fever 

Food  Poisoning 

Infective  Hepatitis 


1961. 

30 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 


I960. 

67 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

69 

0 

0 

5 

0 


Diphtheria. 

For  the  twelfth  year  running  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified 
in  the  Borough. 


Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  1 961  . 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

No  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred  in  1 961 . 


Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Mild  outbreaks  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  apparently  of  viral  origin, 
occurred  during  the  year. 

An  outbreak  of  mumps  occurred  in  February  and  March  and  chicken-pox 
was  rather  prevalent  in  the  stammer  -  especially  in  the  month  of  July. 


Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  notified  and  mortality  during  1 961  . 

Notifications:  Three  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 

during  the  year. 

(One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1 960) . 

Deaths  :  One  of  the  patients  mentioned  above  died  of  pneumonia. 
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SECTION  B 


General  provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Borough 


Laboratory  Service  -  Bacteriological  Service.  The  District  is  served  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 

Ambulance  Facilities  -  A  day  and  night  ambulance  service  is  provided  by 
the  Essex  County  Council.  The  ambulance  station  is  at  Saffron  Walden  and 
is  on  the  telephone,  but,  as  the  driver  and  attendant  may  be  away  from 
the  station  answering  a  call,  persons  urgently  requiring  an  ambulance 
are  advised  to  dial  *999'  and  ask  for  an  ambulance;  where  there  is  no 
dialling  system  it  is  sufficient  to  lift  the  receiver  and  ask  for  an 
ambulance. 

Non-emergency  calls  are  only  accepted  from  a  hospital,  a  doctor  or 
nurse,  or  other  competent  person  such  as  a  mental  welfare  officer  of  the 
Mental  Health  Service. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  J.L.  Miller  Wood,  for 

the  following  information  - 

Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  -  These  services  are  carried  out  by 
the  Home  Nurse/kidwives  resident  in  the  Borough. 

Domiciliary  Visiting  by  Health  Visitors  -  Two  Health  Visitors  work  in  the 
Borough,  Miss.  E.W.  Jones,  S.R.N. ,  S.C.M.  Part  1,  H.V.  Certificate  and 
Mrs.  D.P.  Silver,  B.Sc.,  S.R.N,  S.C.M. ,  Q.N. ,  H.V.  Certificate. 

Domestic  Help  Service  -  Applications  for  domestic  help  should  be  made  to 
the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Mid-Essex  Division,  75,  Springfield  Road, 
Chelmsford. 

Care  of  Expectant  Mothers  -  An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  2  p.m.  on  the 
1st  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  69,  High  Street,  Saffron  Walden. 

Relaxation  classes  are  held  every  Monday  afternoon. 

A  Women's  Welfare  Clinic  is  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic.  This  is  not  a  Family  Planning  Clinic  and  advice  and 
treatment  are  only  given  to  married  women  and  where  pregnancy  would  be 
definitely  detrimental  to  health. 

Care  of  Children  up  to  School  Age  -  Child  Welfare  sessions  are  held  at 
Saffron  Walden  every  Friday  afternoon. 

Children  are  immunised  against  polionyelitis,  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  by  their  family  doctors  or  at  the  Clinic,  at  the  request 
of  their  parents.  Smallpox  vaccinations  are  not  carried  out  at  the  clinics 
as  a  routine  but  are  performed  by  the  family  doctor. 

Care  of  School  Children  -  Regular  School  Medical  Inspections  are  carried 
out  at  all  schools.  Children  can  be  immunised  against  poliomyelitis, 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tuberculosis  with  the  consent  of  their 
parents. 

Dental  Service  -  Treatment  is  given  at  69,  High  Street,  Saffron  Walden  and 
inspections  are  carried  out  in  the  schools. 
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HOSPITALS. 


The  hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and  provide 
medical,  surgical  and  special  treatment.  The  hospitals  -which  serve  Saffron 
Walden  population  are  those  in  Saffron  Walden,  Cambridge  and  Bishop’s 
Stortford. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  requiring  hospital  care  are  admitted  to 
Brookfields  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Maternity  Cases  are  accommodated  at  Ne-wmarket  General  Hospital,  Cambridge 
Maternity  Hospital  and  the  Herts  and  Essex  Hospital. 

Chest  Clinics  are  available  for  the  population  of  the  Borough.  There  is 
one  at  Saffron  Walden  General  Hospital  and  one  at  Castle  Hill,  Cambridge. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  provided  at  the  Clinic  at  Addenbrooke '  s 
Hospital,  Cambridge,  and  at  the  Herts  &  Essex  Hospital,  Bishop's  Stortford. 


National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1 93^ « 


Statutory  Action  had  to  be  taken  under  this  Act  in  one  case  during 
the  year. 
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SECTION  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (Mr.  T.W.  Cloughton) 
for  the  following  report 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Although  from  time  to  time  complaints  are  received  from  certain  members 
of  the  general  public  that  unpleasant  smells  are  emitted  from  the  Disposal 
Works  at  Bridge  End  it  can  be  said  that  the  existing  arrangements  for 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  Borough  District  are  reasonably  adequate. 

As  reported  in  previous  years  the  continued  use  of  the  old  works 
is  maintained  by  following  the  policy  of  carrying  out  certain  minor  im¬ 
provements  and  additions  annually. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  result  of  a  recent  analytical 
report  on  the  final  effluent  from  the  works  complied  readily  with  the 
usual  limits  for  sewage  effluents. 

The  Borough  Council  is  mindful  of  the  rate  of  growth  of  Saffron 
Walden  and  the  possible  need  for  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  the  not  too 
far  distant  future.  Whilst  it  has  been  decided  that  no  action  is  called 
for  at  present  the  matter  will  be  reviewed  in  twelve  months  time. 

The  small  disposal  plants  serving  Sewards  End  and  Little  Walden 
Council  Housing  Estates  continue  to  give  satisfactory  service. 

Swimming  Bath. 

The  purification  and  heating  plant  continued  to  operate  very 
satisfactorily  and  a  high  standard  of  purity  has  been  maintained  at  all 
times  in  the  pool. 


Water  Supply. 

Throughout  the  district  the  standard  of  water  for  domestic  purposes 
has  been  maintained  at  a  high  level  as  regards  quality. 

Apart  from  some  shortage  in  isolated  areas  during  times  of  drought, 
the  supply  has  been  quite  satisfactory  from  a  quantity  point  of  view.  At 
such  times  of  drought  the  situation  was  relieved  by  restricting  the  use 
of  garden  hoses  and  sprinklers  to  the  hours  of  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  daily. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  served  - 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  -  2,702  Houses.  Population  7,897. 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  -  48  Houses.  Population  103. 

Total  Population  served  -  8,000. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  A  SAMPLE  OF  WATER 


Received  -  20.6.61  from  Saffron  Walden  Borough  Council  per  E.C.C. 

Labelled  -  Tap  direct  from  main  supply  at  the  Municipal  Offices,  Saffron  Walden. 


Chemical  Results  in  Kiyts  per  Million. 


Appearance  :  Bright  with  very  few 

particles. 

Turbidity  :  Less  than  3* 


Colour  .  Nil. 

Odour . . .  Nil. 

pH .  7.1 

j’ree  Carbon  Dioxide  .  AO 


Nitrate  Nitrogen  .  5.8 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  .  Absent. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  .  0.000 

Oxygen  Absorbed  .  0.00 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  .  0.000 

Residual  Chlorine  .  Absent. 

Metals  : 


lectric  Conductivity 

Dissolved  Solids 

dried  at  1  80  C.  . . . 


Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Alkalinity  as 

Calcium  Carbonate  . 


lardness  :  Total  . 

Carbonate  235) 
Non-carbonate  0) 


600 

A1 5 
23 

275 

235 


Zinc .  1.0 

Iron .  0.03 

Copper  and  Lead .  Absent. 


Bacteriological  Results, 


lumber  of  Colonies 
developing  on  Agar  . 

Presumptive  Coliform  reaction 

Bact.  coli  (iype  i)  . . 

Cl.  welchii  reaction  . 


1  day  at 
37  u. 

Nil  per  ml. 
Nil  per  ml. 
Nil  per  ml. 
Nil  per  ml. 


2  days  at 
37  C. 

Nil  per  ml. 
Nil  per  ml. 
Nil  per  ml. 
Nil  per  ml. 


3  days  at 
20  C.  -  22°C. 


Nil  per 
Nil  per  1C 
Nil  per  1C 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  trace  of  zinc  and  a  very  minute  trace 
of  iron.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of 
mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  considered  excessive.  It 
conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 

These  results  indicate  a  water  which,  from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical 
analysis,  is  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 
Compared  with  the  raw  water,  it  shows  a  useful  reduction  in  hardness  by  the  base- 
exchange  process. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  REPORT  ON  A  SAMPLE  OP  WATER. 


Nature  of  Sample  :  Swimming  Bath,  Municipal  Swimming  Bath,  Saffron  Walden. 

Deep  end  -  outlet. 

Date  of  collection  :  7.6.61. 

Date  of  arrival  :  7.6,61. 


REPORT. 

Date  of  Report:  9.6.61. 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  agar  24  hours  37°  0.  aerobically  1  per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days,  37°  C. 

0  per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  Bact.  coli  (type  I)  0  per  100  ml. 


Remarks  : - 


Highly  satisfactory. 
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REPORT 
of  the 

HJBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


For  the  Year  1961 


REPORT  OP  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  HOUSING  OFFICER 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections  recorded  during  the  Year 


TOTAL  INSPECTIONS  RECORDED  . . 
Complaints  Investigated 


Public  Health. 

Public  Health  Act  . .  . .  . . 

Re-inspections  . . 

Moveable  Dwellings  . .  . . 

Premises  affected  with  insect  pests 
Drainage  and  conservancy 
Smoke  abatement:  Visits 

Observations 

Noise  Abatement  . .  . . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  . .  . . 


Housing, 

Housing  Act 
Re-inspections  , 
Miscellaneous  . . 


Water  Supply. 

Inspections  and  Investigations  • . 
Visits  re:  Water  Sampling  .. 


Food  &  Drugs  Act, 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses  . .  . .  . . 

Inspection  of  Food 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses 

Infectious  Disease. 

Enquiries  . 

Re— visits  ..  • .  ..  , .  • •  ,.  ,,  ,. 

Disinfections  .. 

Shops  Act  Inspections  . . 

Factories  Act  Inspections 


1,536 

38 


45 

101 

18 

7 

72 

9 

10 

7 

64 


34 

172 

49 


19 

131 


432 

42 

47 

13 


9 

Nil 

2 

18 

7 


Rodent  Control  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  80 

Visits  in  connection  with  :- 

Applications  for  Council  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  18 

Tenancies  of  Council  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  . .  92 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Main  Supplies. 

As  the  Borough  covers  a  moderately  large  acreage  of  which  the  greater 
part  is  of  a  rural  character,  the  Water  Undertaking  well  serves  the  needs 
of  the  community  in  providing  a  main  water  supply  to  almost  all  the  premises 
within  the  area. 

The  exceptions  are  8  dwellings  and  1  factory  which  are  served  by  A 
wells  and  where  there  is  some  difficulty  in  providing  a  supply  of  water  in 
pipes  due  to  the  position  and/or  the  height  of  the  premises  concerned. 

Regular  sampling  of  the  mains  supplies  showed  the  water  to  be  highly 
satisfactory  as  of  the  86  samples  taken  83  could  not  be  improved  upon.  The 
3  samples  which  fell  below  standard  occurred  over  a  short  period  of  time 
and  concerned  the  few  premises  supplied  with  mains  water  via  the  holding 
reservoir  at  Little  Walden.  The  source  of  the  contamination  was  the  holding 
reservoir  and  this  was  aggravated  by  faulty  running  of  the  chlorination 
plant  which  chlorinates  the  water  before  it  re-enters  the  main  supply.  After 
the  plant  had  been  serviced  samples  of  the  water  returned  immediately  to 
their  previous  high  standard. 


Well  Supplies. 

One  deep  well  serving  four  dwellings  showed  a  marked  and  serious 
reduction  in  bacteriological  standard  and  mains  water  was  transported  in 
tanks  while  investigations  were  carried  out. 

The  foul  water  drainage  system  from  two  of  the  houses  very  close  to 
the  well  was  suspect,  particularly  as  a  drain  was  obstructed  and  the 
deterioration  of  the  water  supply  occurred  at  much  the  same  time.  A 
colour  test  was  applied  to  the  drain  and  the  same  colour  appeared  through 
joints  in  the  lining  to  the  well. 

The  drain  was  exposed,  tested  and  replaced  where  found  faulty  and  on 
completion  of  the  work  samples  of  the  well  water  returned  to  their  normal 
very  high  standard.  There  is  no  doubt  that  raw  sewage  had  previously  entered 
the  well  to  give  the  very  poor  water  samples.  Fortunately  no  harm  was  done 
but  this  example  illustrates  the  importance  of  the  regular  sampling  of  all 
water  supplies,  irrespective  whether  they  are  from  the  main  or  another 
source. 


One  other  well  serving  one  dwelling  showed  slight  deterioration  but 
this  was  traced  to  the  tenant  allowing  a  storage  tank  to  become  uncovered 
and  dirt  to  enter. 
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Municipal  Swimming  Bath. 

Of  the  four  samples  taken  three  equalled  the  standard  for  water  from 
the  main  supply.  One  sample  was  below  standard  and  in  this  instance  the 
water  had  been  collected  following  the  use  of  the  bath  by  an  exceptionally 
large  number  of  swimmers  of  whom  the  majority  were  children. 


Summary  of  Bacteriological  Samples  Taken. 


Source. 

Number. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory 

Main  supply  -  Town  Area 

24 

24 

Nil 

Main  supply  -  Sewards  End 

23 

23 

Nil 

Main  supply  -  Audley  End  Village 

and  District 

20 

20 

Nil 

Main  supply  -  Little  Walden 

Direct 

7 

7 

Nil 

Indirect 

11 

9 

2 

Reservoir 

1 

Nil 

1 

Well  Supplies 

26 

21 

3 

Untreated  water  from  bore  at 

Municipal  Waterworks. 

12 

12 

Nil 

Municipal  Swimming  Pool 

4 

3 

1 

Rural  District  Supply 

7 

7 

Nil 

Two  samples  of  the  main  supply  were  also  collected  for  chemical  and 
mineral  analysis  and  were  highly  satisfactory. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 


Sections  39  &  45.  Drainage,  defective  sanitary  conveniences,  etc. 

10  informal  notices  were  served  under  these  sections  and  the  work 
requested  included  the  provision  of  suitable  means  of  drainage  in  3  instances 
where  sink  wastes  were  discharging  into  ditches  and  also  causing  nuisance, 
an  overflowing  septic  tank,  5  obstructed  drains  and  2  defective  drainage 
systems . 


Section  83.  Filthy  or  verminous  premises. 

One  private  house  needed  to  be  disinfested  for  bugs  after  change  of 
occupier  and  a  restaurant,  hostel  and  a  factory  were  treated  for  cockroaches. 
In  the  case  of  the  hostel  treatments  had  been  carried  out  on  several 
occasions  over  the  past  few  years  without  complete  success.  Much  improved 
results  were  obtained  by  taking  up  floorboards  in  the  possible  centres  of 
infestation  and  using  an  insecticidal  dust  which  remained  effective  for  a  con 
siderable  period  of  time  as  compared  with  a  residual  spray. 


Section  92.  Nuisances. 

38  complaints  of  alleged  insanitary  or  other  conditions  prejudicial 
to  health  were  received  and  on  investigation  33  complaints  were  found  to  be 
justified  and  warrant  action  either  under  this  section  or  other  sections  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  other  similar  legislation. 

As  a  result  of  routine  inspections  and  complaints,  22  nuisances  to 
which  this  section  applies  were  found  to  exist  and  an  informal  notice  was 
served  in  each  case.  Besides  nuisances  at  dwellinghouses,  informal  notices 
were  served  in  connection  with  the  keeping  of  pigs  and  for  accumulations  of 
offensive  material. 


Section  167.  Disinfection  of  premises,  articles,  etc. 

Two  different  schools  were  disinfected  in  connection  with  infectious 
illnesses. 


A  total  of  31  informal  notices  and  2  Abatement  Notices  were  served  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  42  informal  and  1  Abatement  Notice  were  complied 
With  which  included  some  notices  served  during  the  previous  year. 
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CARAVAN  SITES  and  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960 


Pour  applications  for  site  licences  had  been  received  by  the  beginning 
of  the  year  but  planning  approval  was  subsequently  refused  for  two  of  the 
sites. 


The  remaining  two  sites  have  licences  permitting  only  one  caravan  on 
each  which  are  occupied  in  both  cases  by  persons  living  alone  and  who  need 
to  be  in  the  particular  locality  of  the  site  in  connection  with  their 
employment . 

Both  sites  comply  with  the  Model  Standards  and  are  satisfactory  in 
every  respect. 


THE  HOUSING-  ACT,  1957.  etc. 

Repair  of  Dwellings. 

The  routine  inspection  of  houses  which  appeared  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  but  repairable  at  reasonable  expense  continued  as  before  but  with 
less  urgency  as  the  majority  of  such  houses  had  been  dealt  with  or  the  necessary 
repairs  were  in  hand. 

Progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : - 
a.  totals  for  the  period  July,  1958  to  December,  I96I. 


Houses  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  126 
Informal  notices  served  ..  ..  ..  ..  105 
Informal  notices  complied  with  . .  . .  75 


b,  for  the  year  1 96I  and  included  in  the  above. 

Houses  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Informal  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ..  ..  31 

Houses  at  which  work  had  started  but 

was  awaiting  completion  ..  ..  ..  10 


Eight  formal  notices  for  the  repair  of  dwelling  houses  were  served  in 
accordance  with  Section  9  of  the  Act  and  two  such  notices  were  outstanding 
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from  the  previous  year.  All  notices  except  for  one  were  complied  with  by 
the  owner  in  each  case  and  work  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  to 
comply  with  the  remaining  formal  notice. 


Demolition,  closure,  etc.,  of  unfit  houses. 

No  action  regarding  the  few  remaining  unfit  houses  was  taken  during 
the  year  but  a  further  two  houses  in  the  Middle  Square  Clearance  Area  were 
vacated  leaving  only  two  houses  which  were  occupied  by  one  family.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  in  hand  for  the  remaining  family  to  be  re-housed  in  a  Council 
house  early  in  1 962  so  the  twelve  houses  comprising  the  Clearance  Area 
could  be  demolished. 

Slum  clearance  must  of  neccessity  proceed  according  to  the  number  of 
Council  dwellings  known  or  likely  to  be  available  for  the  re -housing  of 
families  from  condemned  houses.  In  order  to  avoid  undue  difficulty  or 
hardship  to  the  displaced  family  it  is  often  necessary  to  wait  for  a  certain 
type  of  dwelling  or  a  vacancy  to  occur  in  a  particular  locality. 

It  can  be  quite  safely  stated  that  to  date  all  families  displaced  have 
been  well  satisfied  with  the  accommodation  with  which  they  have  been  provided. 
Arranging  this  may  cause  some  delay  but  I  feel  every  effort  should  be  made 
to  provide  homes  in  which  these  families  will  be  contented  and  happy  to  live. 


Overcrowding. 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcroxvding  were  recorded  during  the  year. 


General. 


A  total  of  1  2  Council  Dwellings  and  79  Private  Dwellings  were  completed 
and  occupied  for  the  first  time.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
approximately  2732  occupied  dwellings  of  all  types,  this  total  including 
living  accommodation  with  shops  and  similar  properties. 

34  inspections,  172  re-inspections  and  49  other  visits  were  made  in 
connection  with  the  Housing  Acts. 
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FACTORIES  and  OUTWORKERS. 


7  inspections  were  made  of  premises  registered  as  factories  and  in 
no  instance  was  an y  action  necessary.  It  was  noted  from  the  building 
plans  that  the  proposed  sanitary  conveniences  at  a  new  factory  would  fall 
short  of  the  requirements  of  the  appropriate  regulations  made  under  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  and  ad’ter  consultation  with  the  architect  concerned 
the  plans  were  modified. 

Building  or  similar  plans  do  not  need  to  be  provided  for  examination 
by  myself  or,  for  that  matter,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  discrepancies 
can  easily  occur  which  may  prove  difficult  and  costly  to  remedy  when  the 
construction  of  the  factory  is  either  completed  or  well  advanced. 

It  appears  logical  that  building  plans  should  be  provided  for  all 
persons  who  will  be  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the  various 
requirements  at  the  factory  when  it  is  occupied  but  this  is  seldom  done. 

Only  2  persons  continued  to  be  registered  as  outworkers  compared 
with  3  in  1 960. 

The  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of,  and  as  required 
by  the  Factories  Act,  are  appended. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

18  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act  to  enforce  the  requirements 
relating  to  temperature,  ventilation  and  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  shops. 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  one  instance  to  secure  the  cleansing  and 
repair  of  sanitary  and  washing  facilities  common  to  several  shops  and  was 
complied  with  almost  immediately. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES. 

9  enquiries  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  and  action 
was  mainly  confined  to  advising  the  persons  concerned  as  to  ways  and  means 
of  preventing  the  spread  of  the  infection  and  providing  disinfection  if 
necessary  or  requested. 
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POOD  PREMISES  and  POOD  INSPECTION, 


Pood  Premises. 


There  are  91  food  premises  and  an  average  of  1 5  food  vehicles  and 
stalls  operating  in  the  Borough.  The  types  are  as  follows  : - 


Restaurants  and  Cafes  ..  ..  ..  ..  .,  10 
School  and  factory  canteens  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 
Hotels  and  Publj  c  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 
Butchers  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 
Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ....  . .  3 
Bakers  and  Confectioners  shops  . .  . .  . •  4 
Wet  Pish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 
Wet  and  Pried  Pish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 
Pried  Pish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 
Grocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 
General  stores  (grocery,  sweets,  etc.)  ..  ..  12 
Sweet  Factory  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 
Sweet  Shops  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 
Green-grocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


Mobile  butchers  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Pish  Stalls  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Mobile  Pish  and  Chip  Fryers  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Sweet  Stalls  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Mobile  Grocery  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  stalls  ..  ..  ..  ..  3  (average) 

Mobile  greengrocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  * .  1 

Poultry  Stall  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


12  of  the  above  premises  continued  to  be  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
sausages  or  potted,  pressed  or  preserved  food.  A  total  of  36  premises 
were  registered  under  Section  138  of  the  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1933, 
for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream  or  similar  commodity,  6  of  these 
registrations  were  new  and  3  registrations  were  given  up.  IIo  ice-cream 
is  manufactured  in  the  Borough. 

12  inspections  were  made  of  registered  premises,  56  inspections  of 
other  food  premises  and  1  inspection  of  stalls  and  vehicles. 

The  general  standard  of  food  premises  continued  to  be  satisfactory. 
Improvements  of  a  structural  nature  requested  at  three  food  premises  included 
the  provision  of  additional  wash-hand  basins  in  the  kitchens  of  a  restaurant 
and  a  hotel,  also  proper  washing  facilities  for  glasses  on  licensed  premises. 
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Food  Inspection 


33  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  examining  various  foodstuffs 
to  determine  whether  or  not  they  were  fit  for  human  consumption.  In  sill 
cases  the  food  was  surrendered  voluntarily  and  was  subsequently  destroyed. 

The  types  and  quantities  of  food  surrendered  were  as  follows 

Tinned  Food.  Other  Food. 


Meat 

310 

lbs. 

Poultry 

613 

lbs 

Fruit 

88 

lbs. 

Frozen  meat 

66 

lbs 

Vege tables 

53 

lbs. 

Frozen  liver 

20 

lbs 

Preserves 

6 

lbs. 

Flour 

18 

lbs 

Preserved 

Margarine 

174 

lbs 

meat  products 

6 

lbs. 

Bacon 

14 

lbs 

Fish 

5i 

lbs. 

Coffee  concentrate 

>  9 

lbs 

Soup 

2 

lbs. 

Fish 

7 

lbs 

Milk  1  gall.  16  fl.oz. 

Cake 

5 

lbs 

Cocoa 

1 

lb. 

A  beer  bottle  containing  a  plastic  hair  curler  was  left  at  the  office, 
the  curler  was  difficult  to  see  due  to  colour  of  the  plastic  material 
blending  with  the  deep  amber  of  the  glass  forming  the  bottle. 

It  is  known  that  the  brewery  concerned  adopts  the  recognised  methods 
of  cleansing  and  examination  of  returned  bottles  and  as  the  first  known 
complaint  of  this  nature  no  action  was  taken  other  than  informing  the 
brewery  of  the  complaint  and  requesting  their  comments.  Generally  this 
type  of  incident  occurs  due  to  misuse  of  the  container  by  customers  and  if 
the  dairy,  brewery,  etc. ,  responsible  take  the  recognised  stringent  pre¬ 
cautions  it  appears  unreasonable  to  instigate  more  formal  action.  Such 
incidents  are  recorded  however  and  should  it  appear*  due  to  their  further 
occurrence  that  all  necessary  measures  are  not  properly  carried  out,  firm 
action  would  then  be  warranted  and  recommended. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Although  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food  in  the 
Borough  showed  a  decrease  as  compared  with  i960,  in  actual  fact  the  amount 
of  meat  produced  was  increased.  The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  was  less 
than  before  but  there  was  a  larger  throughput  of  cattle  and  also  of  sheep. 
On  a  tonnage  basis  it  is  estimated  that  4.1 5?&  more  meat  was  produced  than 
in  I960. 


Comparative  figures  are  as  follows 


Year. 

Cattle. 

Pigs. 

Sheep. 

Calves. 

Goats. 

TOTAL, 

1955. 

475 

1724 

704 

40 

- 

2943 

1956. 

627 

2616 

544 

36 

- 

3823 

1957. 

550 

2599 

470 

41 

3 

3663 

1958. 

519 

2818 

81 3 

15 

3 

4168 

1959. 

398 

2422 

1133 

22 

- 

3975 

I960. 

615 

3041 

1038 

23 

1 

4718 

1961. 

706 

2234 

1127 

23 

— 

4090 

Every  animal  slaughtered  at  either  of  the  two  slaughterhouses  was 
inspected  before  release  for  human  consumption. 

The  percentages  of  animals  where  part  of  the  carcase  or  an  organ  was 
rejected  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  continued  much  the  same  as 
previously.  That  part  of  an  animal  most  commonly  rejected  consisted  of 
whole  or  part  of  the  liver  due  to  parasitic  affections  and  this  was 
particularly  so  in  the  case  of  pigs. 

The  incidence  of  Cysticercus  bovis  declined  by  almost  60^  and  in 
every  case  after  thorough  and  careful  examination  by  the  recommended  method 
only  one  degenerated  cyst  was  found  in  each  animal  so  affected. 

Comparative  amounts  of  meat  and  offal  rejected  are  as  follows 


1955. 

1  ton. 

16  cwts. 

0  qrs. 

5 

lbs. 

1956. 

2  tons. 

4  cwts. 

2  qrs. 

9 

lbs. 

1957. 

1  ton. 

19  cwts. 

2  qrs. 

3 

lbs. 

1958. 

2  tons. 

6  cwts. 

2  qrs. 

9 

lbs. 

1959. 

1  ton. 

11  cwts. 

0  qrs. 

13 

lbs. 

I960. 

2  tons. 

2  cwts. 

3  qrs. 

22 

lbs. 

1961. 

1  ton. 

7  cwts. 

0  qrs. 

5 

lbs. 

These  amounts  are  very  small  indeed  and  without  doubt  this  is  due  to 
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the  high  quality  of  the  meat  produced  from  both  slaughterhouses. 


Slaughterhouse  Facilities. 

The  construction  regulations  came  into  operation  for  all  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  Borough  on  the  1 st  July,  1 961 ,  and  the  majority  of  the  works 
required  at  both  slaughterhouses  had  been  completed  by  that  date.  Those 
remaining  were  of  a  very  minor  nature  and  in  the  hands  of  builders  for 
early  completion. 


General. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  the  management  and  staff  at  both  slaughterhouses 
for  their  co-operation  and  willing  assistance  throughout  the  year.  The 
friendly  and  helpful  atmosphere  on,  I  trust,  both  sides  enables  this 
important  duty  to  be  carried  out  correctly  without  undue  inconvenience  to 
the  slaughterers. 

432  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  for  the  purpose  of  meat 
inspection. 
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RODENT  CONTROL, 


There  were  an  unusually  large  number  of  infestations  during  the  year 
and  this  was  particularly  so  during  the  latter  months.  The  number  of 
properties  affected  was  over  double  compared  with  1 960  but  during  dis¬ 
cussions  at  the  Workable  Area  Committee  meeting  in  connection  with  Rodent 
Control  I  gathered  that  similar  conditions  prevailed  in  most  districts. 

The  official  reasons  for  the  heavy  infestation  are  given  as  being  due 
to  several  mild  winters  and,  apart  from  the  winter  of  1 9&1 ,  an  abundance  of 
natural  food  meant  that  rats  had  for  a  time  less  need  to  come  into  farm, 
domestic  and  other  buildings  where  they  are  usually  killed  being  content 
to  stay  in  the  hedgerows  and  banks  to  breed,  in  many  cases,  unhindered. 

This  large  increase  in  the  rat  population  then  becoming  apparent  during 
1961,  particularly  in  areas  of  a  rural  nature  such  as  this. 

Comment  has  been  made  from  time  to  time  regarding  the  number  of  rats 
at  the  refuse  tip.  No  effort  is  spared  to  kill  rats  by  means  of  poisoning 
and  gassing,  also  shooting  mainly  by  a  limited  number  of  persons  who  are 
authorised  to  visit  the  tip  for  this  purpose.  There  would  appear  no  likeli¬ 
hood  of  rats  being  completely  eliminated  while  the  tip  is  in  use  with 
suitable  food  to  sustain  and  encourage  rodents  being  deposited  almost  every 
day  in  the  form  of  domestic  and  certain  trade  refuse.  A  great  deal  of  thought 
and  ingenuity  has  to  be  employed  in  laying  a  sufficiently  attractive  bait 
to  ensure  the  rats  will  consume  it  in  preference  to  the  many  and  varied  foods 
found  in  refuse. 

It  is  only  by  this  continued  effort  that  the  rat  population  can  be  kept 
down  to  a  manageable  level. 

As  a  result  of  notification  and  routine  survey  a  total  of  222  premises 
and  land  areas  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  and  A  with  mice,  338 
treatments  and  re-treatments  were  carried  out  by  the  Council's  rodent 
operator.  When  visiting  premises  known  to  be  infested  the  nearby  and  ad¬ 
joining  properties  were  usually  surveyed  to  determine  whether  or  not  they 
were  also  infested. 

A  routine  treatment  of  the  Town  sewers  was  carried  out  in  April  when 
test  and/or  pre-bait  was  laid  in  64  inspection  chambers  situated  at  various 
selected  points  over  the  whole  sewered  area.  As  a  result  25  points  were 
poison  baited  and  this  was  consumed  at  all  points.  A  'follow  up'  treatment 
of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  in  September  when  39  inspection  chambers  were 
pre-baited,  1 2  points  were  poison  baited  using  a  poison  different  to  the  earlier 
treatment  and  1 1  partial  takes  and  1  no  take  recorded. 

The  overall  incidence  of  rats  in  the  Town  sewers  continued  much  as 
before  and  like  the  routine  treatment  of  the  refuse  tip  is  well  worthwhile 
carrying  out  in  order  to  keep  the  rat  population  down  to  a  low  level. 

54  wasps  nests  were  also  destroyed  by  the  rodent  operator  at  private 
houses  and  along  the  roadside  banks. 
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CLEAN  AIR. 


10  smoke  observations  and  9  visits  were  made  in  this  connection 
and  included  visits  to  premises  where  there  had  been  previous  nuisance 
from  smoke  but  no  further  nuisance  was  noted  in  these  cases. 

The  majority  of  visits  and  observations  were  in  connection  with 
heating  plant  which  was  fired  by  means  of  waste  lubricating  oil  and  nuisance 
was  caused  by  the  emission  of  smoke  and/or  smuts.  The  plant  is  manually 
controlled  and  by  caneful  adjustment  could  be  made  to  burn  without  smoke 
but  variations  in  the  fuel  soon  put  it  out  of  correct  adjustment. 

The  plant  was  modified  to  become,  it  was  hoped,  smoke  consuming  and 
a  cowl  fitted.  Time  has  yet  to  show  whether  or  not  this  will  be  successful 
but  this  type  of  plant  can  only  be  viewed  with  some  doubt  due  to  the  nature 
of  the  fuel  used  and  the  variations  which  occur  in  same. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT. 


3  complaints  and  7  visits  were  made  in  this  connection  and  were  as 
follows  : - 

1 .  A  complaint  of  excessive  noise  from  children  and  television  set  by 

a  neighbour  of  the  house  where  this  was  alleged  to  occur.  No  action 
under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  was  considered  possible  but  both  parties 
were  interviewed  and  requested  to  live  together  as  good  neighbours  and 
to  study  the  comfort  of  each  other. 

2.  A  complaint  of  the  rest  being  disturbed  of  a  family  living  in  premises 
adjoining  a  bakehouse  where  night  work  is  carried  out.  This  complaint 
presented  some  difficulties  as  the  obvious  remedy  of  stopping  night- 
work  at  the  bakehouse  was  neither  practicable  or  reasonable. 

It  was  found  that  while  the  smooth  hum  of  machinery  did  not  prevent 
or  disturb  sleep  there  was  one  machine  which  due  to  an  irregular  and 
discordant  beat  would  wake  the  complainant  and  family  and  then  prevent 
further  sleep.  Insulation  of  the  mounting  was  suggested  and  it  was 
then  found  that  the  irregular  beat  of  the  machine  was  caused  by  a  worn 
part  which  was  replaced. 

3.  Complaints  were  received  from  a  number  of  residents  near  a  milk  depot 
of  noise  in  the  early  hours  caused  by  the  opening  of  gates  and  metal 
sliding  doors  to  garages  and  the  rattling  of  milk  crates  when  being 
loaded  onto  the  two  delivery  vehicles.  In  company  with  another  officer 
of  the  Council  I  spent  the  early  hours  of  one  morning  listening  to 
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any  noises  emanating  from  the  depot  and  also  from  the  other  nearby- 
sources. 

On  this  occasion  there  were  no  grounds  for  action  under  the  Noise 
Abatement  Act  as  although  there  was  noise  from  various  sources  it 
was  of  a  low  intensity  and  insufficient,  we  considered,  to  waken  a 
normal  sleeper  in  the  houses  in  the  locality.  Whether  or  not  this 
was  typical  of  the  noise  normally  caused  we  could  not,  of  course, 
be  certain  but  we  were  confident  that  no  one  could  be  aware  that  we 
were  in  the  vicinity  for  our  purpose  and  the  noises  caused  were  not 
reduced  because  of  our  visit. 

A  detailed  report  of  our  visit  was  presented  to  the  Council  who 
decided  no  action  was  justified. 

In  many  cases  the  working  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  can  prove  somewhat 
difficult  as  in  order  to  take  proceedings  it  is  necessary  to  prove  the  noise 
or  vibration  is  a  nuisance.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  noise  or  vibration 
which  is  the  source  of  annoyance  and  irritation  to  one  individual  presents  no 
discomfort  what-so-ever  to  another.  Whether  or  not  the  noise  or  vibration 
is  sufficient  to  warrant  action  by  the  Council  can  only  be  decided  by  careful 
consideration  with  all  facts  and  circumstances  made  available. 

There  is  an  important  provision  in  the  Act  which  is  often  overlooked  by 
the  person  aggrieved  by  the  alleged  nuisance.  If,  in  company  with  two  or 
more  other  persons,  each  of  whom  is  the  occupier  of  land  or  premises  and  is 
in  that  capacity  aggrieved  by  the  nuisance,  they  complain  of  the  existence  of 
a  statutory  nuisance  under  the  Act  to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  these  persons 
have  virtually  the  same  powers  as  those  of  the  local  authority. 

This  course  of  action  is  recommended  where  the  Council  feel  action 
is  not  justified  but  the  person  or  persons  concerned  feel  that  nuisance  is 
being  caused  to  them.  The  procedure  is  relatively  simple  but  to  date  no 
one  has  taken  this  course  of  action. 
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HOUSING-  APPLICATIONS  and  TENANCIES. 


The  number  of  new  applications  for  Council  accommodation  was  71  as 
compared  with  86  in  the  previous  year. 

A  summary  of  the  applications  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  is 
as  follows 


Applications  from  : 


Single  persons  . . 

•  • 

0  • 

13 

(10) 

Single  elderly  persons 

•  • 

9  • 

45 

(31) 

Married  elderly  couples 

•  • 

•  • 

40 

(25) 

Married  couples  with  : 

No  children  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

58 

(52) 

One  child 

•  • 

•  • 

46 

(49) 

Two  children  (same  sex)  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

16 

(14) 

Two  children  (opposite  sex) 

•  9 

0  • 

20 

(20) 

Three  children  (same  sexes) 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

(3) 

Three  children  (opposite  sexes) 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

(4) 

Four  children  (same  sexes) 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

(2) 

Four  children  (opposite  sexes)  . 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

(2) 

Five  children  (opposite  sexes)  . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

(-) 

Total  Applicants  254  (21 2) 


(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  i960). 

The  total  applications  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  continued  to 
rise  and  from  the  above  it  can  be  seen  the  increase  was  largely  due  to 
applications  from  elderly  persons.  As  42  dwellings  for  elderly  persons  are 
under  construction  the  increase  in  this  type  of  application  was  to  be 
expected  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  although  the  majority  of  such  applicants 
have  good  reasons  for  requiring  re-housing,  every  other  applicant  must  be 
disappointed. 

The  general  waiting  list  remained  fairly  static  and  the  housing 
development  planned  for  1 963  should,  together  with  existing  houses  that 
come  vacant,  reduce  the  waiting  list  to  a  comparatively  low  level. 

Compared  with  two  years  ago  the  general  price  range  of  new  private 
houses  has  risen  to  approximately  three  to  five  thousand  pounds  and  the 
purchase  of  a  new  house  has  been  put  out  of  reach  of  many  families  who  would 
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otherwise  "be  prepared  to  do  so.  Whether  or  not  this  will  have  any  effect  on 
the  number  of  future  applications  remains  to  be  seen.  Some  local  authorities 
build  low  cost  houses  for  sale  and  require  only  a  small  deposit  of  twenty-five 
pounds  or  so  with  extended  mortgages  over  twenty-five  to  thirty  years  in  order 
to  keep  repayments  reasonably  low.  Such  a  venture,  in  a  small  way  initially, 
either  organised  by  the  local  authority  or  as  a  business  venture  vrould  be  a 
boon  to  many  families  #10  would  welcome  the  opportunity  to  own  the  house  in 
which  they  live. 

Council  accommodation  occupied  during  the  year  was  as  follows  :- 

Families 

New  accommodation  let  for  the  first  time  : 

(a)  to  applicants  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

(b)  to  transferred  Council  tenants  ..  ..  2 

Existing  accommodation  let  : 

(a)  to  applicants  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  7 

(b)  families  displaced  from  condemned  houses  ..  1 

(c)  to  transferred  Council  tenants  ..  ..  2 

Tenants  allowed  to  change  tenancies  with  : 

(a)  other  tenants  of  the  Council  ..  ..  ..  2 

(b)  tenants  of  other  local  authorities  ..  ..  1 


New  tenancies  25 


Council  owned  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  : 


Pre-war  houses  and  flats  . .  . .  178 
Pre-fabricated  Arcon  bungalows  . .  20 
Post-war  houses  and  flats  . .  . .  478 


TOTAL  676 


1  2  Council  houses  for  general  applicants  were  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  work  started  on  the  42  dwellings  for 
elderly  persons  during  November. 

18  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  housing  applications  and  92 
visits  in  connection  with  matters  affecting  Council  tenants. 
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DEFECTS  REMEDIED  MD  NUISANCES  ABATED. 


(Does  not  include  Shops,  Factories  or  Food  Premises). 


General. 

Accumulations  removed 
Dustbins  supplied  or  renewed 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  . . 
Ditches  and  watercourses  cleansed 


Drainage . 

Obstructed  drains  cleared 
Drains  repaired  or  improved 
Means  of  drainage  provided 
Water-closets  repaired,  improved 
or  re-constructed 
Additional  Water-closets  provided 
Flushing  apparatus  provided  or  repaired 
Sinks  provided  for  the  first  time 
Sinks  renewed  . .  . .  . . 


•  • 

•  • 


•  • 

•  • 


2 

3 

1 

2 


7 

10 

A 

12 

1 

1 

11 

1 


Water  Supply. 

Mains  supply  provided  in  houses  . 


16 


Repairs  to  Dwellinghouses. 

Chimneys  re-constructed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  2 
External  brickwork  and  rendering 

repaired  -  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 
Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ..  25 
Rainwater  pipes  and  gutters  repaired, 

renewed  or  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  28 
Floors  renewed  or  repaired  -  rooms  . .  . .  . .  30 
Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  -  rooms  . .  . .  22 
Dampness  remedied  -  rooms  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 
Doors  and  windows  repaired  or  renewed  .  . .  . .  62 
Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  -  rooms  . .  . .  5 
Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  .  . .  . .  . .  5 
Staircases  and  steps  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  y\ 
Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed  -  houses  . .  . .  19 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1 937 • 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises. 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

)  Factories  in  which  Sect. 

2,3,4  &  6,  are  to  be  en- 
rced  by  Local  Authority. 

3 

)  Factories  not  included 
(1 )  in  which  Sect. 7  is 
forced  by  the  Local 
thority. 

55 

7 

1 

)  Other  Premises  in  which 
ct.7  is  enforced  by  the 

Dal  Authority  (excluding 
t-workers '  premises ) . 

1 

TOTAL 

59 

7 

1 

- 

CASES  IN  TOUCH  EEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were 

found. 

cases  in 

Particulars. 

which 

Referred 

prosecutio] 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

it  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

ercrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

reasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

adequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

effective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

nitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

0  Insufficient 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ier  offences  not  including 

ffences  relating  to  Outwork. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

TOTAL 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  18 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK. 

(Sections  110  and  111). 


Section  110, 

No,  of  out -workers  in  August 
list  required  by  Sect.110  (l)(c) 

No.  of  cases  of  default  in 
sending  lists  to  Council. 

No.  of  prosecutions  for 
failure  to  supply  lists. 


Section  111. 

No.  of  instances  of  work  in 
unwholesome  premises. 

Notices  served. 

Prosecutions. 


Nature  of 

Work. 

Wearing  Apparel. 

Making  etc. 

Cleaning  & 
washing. 

2 

\ 

- ' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

2 

- 

TOTAL 


MEAT  INSPECTION, 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

K.gs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

695 

11 

23 

1127 

2234 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

695 

11 

23 

1127 

2234 

Nil 

Adi  diseases  and 

conditions  except 

ruberculosis  and 

Dysticerci, 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
vas  condemned. 

Percentage  of  the 
lumber  inspected 
iffected  with  disease 
ither  than  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

3 

Nil 

104 

1 

Nil 

34 

379 

Nil 

15.0# 

9.1# 

Nil 

3.2# 

17.1# 

Nil 

Mberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

)arcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
vas  condemned 

percentage  of  the 
lumber  inspected 
iffected  with 
tuberculosis. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

40 

Nil 

.1# 

9.1# 

Nil 

Nil 

1.8# 

Nil 

Jysticercosis. 

Jarcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
vas  condemned. 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
'efrigeration. 

reneralised  and 
totally  condemned. 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

! 
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